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requires two conditions which are not always at hand—
ability in the teacher, and diligence in the pupil.
Besides this method, of which we have a complete
account, Ratich has left a number of aphorisms on teach-
ing which have a wider scope. These are: (i) In all
teaching follow the order and course of nature, for all
learning which is enforced and contrary to nature is
harmful, and weakens nature. (2) Teach only one thing
at a time, foj nothing hindew the understanding so much
as the attempt to learn many things at the same time ;
therefore, first finish one thing well and then go on to
another. You can learn any language out of a single
author. This precept is the same as the tout est dans
tout ofjacotot. (3) Often repeat the same thing; what
is often repeated sinks deeply into the understanding,
but by learning many things in a confused way the under-
standing is confused and shaken. (4) Learn everything
first in the mother tongue. This has the advantage that
the pupil has then only to think of the thing he has to
learn, ^.nd not of the medium in which he learns it From
the mother tongue proceed to other languages. (5) Learn
everything without compulsion. By blows and compul-
sion studies become hateful to young students. It is
also against nature. Boys are beaten because they do
not remember what you have taught them, but if you had
taught them properly they would have remembered it.
Now they have to suffer for your negligence. To carry
this out farther, Ratich proposed to divide the duties of
teaching and punishment. The teacher must do nothing
but teach, discipline belongs to the scholarch. The pupil
must conceive no dislike for the teacher, but love him
more and more. (6) Learn nothing by heart; if a man
depends much on learning by heart he loses understand-
ing and acuteness. If the mind has grasped anything by

